Please join the Poughkeepsie Branch of the American Association of University Women, Inc. to:

Honor our Woman of the Year 2024

CARAMIA BACCHIOCHI

Founder of Hope On A Mission, Inc.

Mill Creek Caterers
17 NY-376, Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
Directions: http://tiny.cc/ygy2vz

Sunday, April 14, 2024
12-3 pm

To use Pay Pal/Credit card go to: https://poughkeepsie-ny.aauw.net

Event Chair: Mary Lou Davis

Cash Bar & Hot Luncheon

Name

Phone

Email

Entrée Choice:

If you are making reservations for more than one
person, please list all additional names and choices on
back.

Entrée Choices:

Sliced London Broil with Burgundy Sauce

Honey Garlic Glazed Salmon

Chicken Francese

Vegetarian option

Accompanied by Butternut Squash soup and cake.

**|If you have any dietary concerns, please let us know.
Price: $58 (includes gratuity)/
S60 if using PayPal or Credit Card.

Reservations and checks due: April 1, 2024

Make checks payable to:
“Poughkeepsie Branch AAUW, Inc.”
Mail to:
Maria DeWald, 127 Willow Brook Road
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

Questions: Call Maria DeWald 845-266-4960 or
mfdewald@yahoo.com

To make reservations using PayPal or Credit Card go to
https://poughkeepsie-ny.aauw.net

If you would like to make a contribution in CaraMia
Bacchiochi’s honor, please send it to Maria DeWald at
the address above. Poughkeepsie Branch AAUW is a
501(c)3 organization.

“To restore dignity with love and grace to homeless, addicted
women and men, who are surviving on the streets of Poughkeepsie
New York” is the mission statement of Hope on a Mission. This non-
profit organization was initiated in 2015 by AAUW’s 2024 Woman of
the Year, CaraMia Bacchiochi.

Every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday evening, as well as Saturday
mornings, volunteers bring hot food, beverages, personal hygiene
items and seasonally appropriate clothing to Poughkeepsie’s city
streets. Last year, Hope on a Mission served nearly 8,000 meals and
provided over 1,000 “blessing bags” with socks, underwear, shoes,
and winter clothes.

In addition to providing food and clothing, volunteers become
advocates who listen, assist, and make referrals to community
organizations, upon request. They help those struggling with
addiction to get treatment and assure them that Hope on a Mission
will be there when they finish treatment. They spend hours in
emergency rooms waiting with clients for rehabilitation services, hold
cookouts for holidays, and advocate for appropriate treatment. All this
is made possible with support from individuals, community and civic
organizations, as well as student organizations.

CaraMia Bacchiochi, AAUW’s 2024 Woman of the Year, founded Hope
on a Mission at a time when she was at her lowest point in life. She
dealt with alcoholism, step-families and multiple moves in her
childhood and started using marijuana and alcohol in middle school.
By high school, she was using cocaine and in subsequent jobs was
surrounded by substance abuse, alcoholism and addiction. She made
several attempts to continue her education and beat her addictions
but had several relapses. After years of drug addiction, rehabilitation,
jail, homelessness, hopelessness, and alcohol addiction, in 2013 Cara
Mia found herself in jail again. Her children had been taken from her
by CPS, and she was being evicted for non-payment of rent. It was
then that CaraMia realized it takes a community of support and
encouragement to help those with addiction problems. The idea for
Hope on a Mission started in a jail cell and grew into the amazing non-
profit ministry it is today. Cara Mia has become the woman she
needed when she was homeless and addicted, and she has ambitious
plans for the future of the organization should she obtain the funds to
grow.




