
The Times They Are a Changin’: 
How Protest Music Helped Shape America 

 
THURSDAY MAY 13, 2021 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
 

Everyone must register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwucO2rqTgsE9zQrl-809RQH-y0-SNerJVX 
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. Non-members are welcome and may register on our website https://Poughkeepsie-
ny.aauw.net 
 

Join us for a fascinating and entertaining evening exploring the role “music with a message” plays 
in social and political change. Presented by both video with musical clips of your favorite artists 
and live Q&A by Professor William McKeen, Boston University – all brought to us by One Day 
University.   
 

Music has always advanced the agenda of change. Rock ‘n’ roll did not invent the concept of 
protest music, but artists such as Chuck Berry, Eddie Cochran and Bob Dylan helped shape the 
changing country in the last half century. This course begins with the pre-rock traditions of protest 
found in folk music and in the social commentary of singers such as Billie Holiday. Chuck Berry 
imbued his early classic rock ‘n’ roll songs with sly social commentary and Bob Dylan crafted 
anthems that endure: songs as relevant in 2020 as they were in the early Sixties. Professor 
McKeen will also explore how modern artists, such as Childish Gambino, carry forward the 
American tradition of music with a message. 

 

WILLIAM MCKEEN / BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
William McKeen is the Chair of the Department of Journalism at Boston 
University, where he also teaches media history, literary journalism and 
rock ‘n’ roll history. He is the author or editor of 13 books, including 
Everybody Had an Ocean, Too Old to Die Young and Rock and Roll is Here 
to Stay. 
 

 

We're excited to be partnering with One Day University, an adult 
education institution offering fascinating opportunities to learn. One Day 
U is offering our members a discounted membership that gives you access 
to every live stream talk as well as the entire library. Normally, this would 

cost $8.95/month or $89/year. As an AAUW member, you can register for a free two week trial and only 
$71.20/year (20% discount) at https://www.onedayu.com/aauw/ 
 

Every weekday at 4 pm, One Day University live streams a brand new one-hour talk featuring one of 
over 200 renowned professors. Each week, you can learn about History, Politics, Art, Science, 
Psychology, Literature and much more. And don’t worry – if you miss a live streamed talk, you can 
always find it in the Video Library along with hundreds of other talks – all curated to meet One Day 
University’s standard of excellence for content and engaging lecture style. 


