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Diane Pedevillano has been the Executive Director of the Mid-Hudson 
Children’s Museum from 1994 through 2006. She has her Masters 
Degree in Physical Therapy from Columbia University specializing in 
pediatrics and early intervention. She is a mother of five children and 
has been the business manager for her husband’s family practice since 
1986. She is completely committed to providing opportunities for all 
children to reach their full potential and to enhancing the quality of life 
in her community. 

Through her work with the Children’s Museum, Diane successfully led a growing team of 
talented individuals in the museum's steady growth. As Executive Director, her responsibilities 
included community relations spokesperson, permanent site development, oversight of the 
capital campaign, capacity building and site operations. Her involvement with her physical 
therapy profession and her children’s schools and various activities helped to strengthen 
collaborations within the community. 

In March of 2002, the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum moved to the banks of the Hudson River 
at 75 North Water Street in the City of Poughkeepsie. In March of 2004, the museum financed 
the purchase of the Museum buildings (including the main building and waterfront pavilion). In 
this new location, the museum has become an educational resource center, family destination, 
tourist attraction and catalyst for downtown/ waterfront revitalization. The museum offers 
interactive exhibits and programs which educate over 60,000 annual visitors about the 
environment, arts, culture, history, health and science each year. During the past two years the 
museum board and staff worked with consultants to perform a community assessment and 
developed a Long Term Strategic Plan, Board Development and Resource Development Plan as 
the basis for a recently completed Three Year Business Plan that will guide the museum to future 
growth and continued financial stability. 

Diane serves as a board member for the Children’s Services Council of Dutchess County and the 
Child Care Council of Dutchess County and a member of the Zero to Three Partnership. She has 
served as an advisory board member for the Poughkeepsie City Schools Even Start Program, past 
president and treasurer for the various Parent Teachers Associations for the Poughkeepsie City 
School District and as the past Public Relations liaison and treasurer for the Catskill District of 
the American Physical Therapy Association. Her involvement with her church includes being a 
member of the folk group, and past children’s choir director and religious education teacher. She 
coordinates the annual "Autumn in the Park" festival in the City of Poughkeepsie as a 
neighborhood volunteer (since 1988), is a sustaining member of the Jr. League of Poughkeepsie, 
as well as a volunteer for Adriance Memorial Library. 


