
Earline Patrice, Woman of the Year 1988 

 

From The Branch, September 1988: 

The Woman of the Year committee announced the selection of Earline Patrice for its annual honor. Mrs. 
Patrice is known for her work with the City of Poughkeepsie's children, elderly, poor, and lonely. For 
twenty years she has given annual Christmas parties for the city's underprivileged children. These involve 
a toy drive, collecting money, preparing food and wrapping hundreds of presents, many of which are 
stored in her apartment. She is now hosting the children of people who attended her parties as children. 

In spite of physical problems, including a heart murmur and arthritis, she has continued to host holiday 
parties on Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas with the food prepared and donated by area restaurants 
and the help of the Lower Main Street Civic Association. Dinner is offered "until the last person is served 
or-we run out." 

Mrs. Patrice refers to herself as a "professional beggar" and her almost childlike enthusiasm about the 
help and recognition she receives has not waned with time. When she was contacted regarding the 
Woman of the Year award she mentioned that she had not fallen asleep until 6:00 am because of the hot 
summer night. Despite being awakened after only six hours of sleep, the news "made her day." 

Mrs. Patrice has been honored by numerous local organizations and AAUW is proud to be among the 
many who recognize her tireless efforts. 

 


